
Wood Laser Kits
101

Laser structures and cars

YŜƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ                                                      мр WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмм

Division 15, SER



CONTENTS

ÅTools

ÅFinishes

ÅAssembly

ÅExamples

ÅSelected sources



Tools 

ÅCutting implements

ïKnives, scalpels, razor blades

ïNWSL Chopper

ÅSanding media

ïFiles

ïSand papers and sanding film

ïWood rasps to shape some parts

ïVery fine steel wool (NOTE)



Cutters & Sanders



Tools

ÅClamps

ïWood clothespins

ïRightclamp© corner clamps

ïMagnetic tray with 2 perpendicular sides

ïWeights

ïCheck out Micro Mark, Miniature-Planet.com 



Assorted Clamps



Tools

ÅGlues
ï²ƘƛǘŜ ƎƭǳŜ  ό9ƭƳŜǊΩǎ ϭύ ςslow setting

ï/ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƎƭǳŜ όTitebond©) - faster,  stronger

ïWatch crystal cement ςclear stock to windows 

ïTacky glue ςif you have to have removable parts

ïRegular CA ςfast hold, just not with wood

ïGap filling CA ςthick, slower setting, holds wood 
& non-wood well. Use accelerator 

ïEpoxy ςvery strong, but has limitations





Finishes

ÅWood Sealers

ïEliminate fuzzieson the wood

ïFills the grain

ÅScalecoat© Sanding Sealer

ÅPactraModel Airplane sealer

ÅSpray cans from craft stores

ÅUse breathing mask, fumes can be noxious



Wood sealers



Finishes

ÅPaints and stains

ïStain before you seal

ïSeal before paint

ÅPaint

ïEnamels & lacquers

ïAcrylics will warp unsealed wood

ÅCommercial stains

ïUse ones without polysealers





Finishes

ÅHome made stains

ïIndia ink in alcohol

ÅBlack ink = grey

ÅBrown ink = reddish brown

ïSteel wool in vinegar

ÅBrownish black





Assembly

ÅOpen the kit & read the instructions!

ïQuality of instructions  varies.

ïCheck the web for build/reviews

ÅDecision time for finishing

ïStain before sealing or gluing

ïSolvent versus water based paint

ïOpenings now or after paint

ïPaint parts separately or can you mask



Assembly

ÅBreak down into sub-assemblies

ïWork different parts while glue sets

ÅMake an assembly jig for windows

ïStrip wood or plastic in a 90° angle

ïKeeps sashes and glazing square

ÅBuild on a flat surface

ïPiece of plate glass/ surface plate



Corner jigs



Structure Kit

ÅDecide on paint colors
ïStain and paint parts on sheets, if practical

ÅRemove parts from sheets & sand the nibs
ïAffects fit, especially corners

Å.ǳƛƭŘ ŎƻǊŜΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǉǳŀǊŜΦ

ÅCover sides with overlays

ÅBuild up windows and doors, then install

ÅAdd interior and lighting, if desired

ÅBuild up roof and install



Erie Waldwick Tower



Rolling Stock Kit

ÅTypically cabeese; some other rolling stock

ïBaggage, coaches, milk cars

ÅBasic construction similar to structure kit

ÅUnderframe & brake equipment

ïadding  brass, resin, plastic detail

ïgluing different materials 

ÅCouplers and trucks not included



Santa Fe Caboose from AMB


